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Overseas News

Intel agencies scour reams of genetic data from
Wuhan lab in Covid origins hunt

US intelligence agencies are digging through a treasure trove of genetic data that could be
key to uncovering the origins of the coronavirus -- as soon as they can decipher it.

This giant catalog of information contains genetic blueprints drawn from virus samples
studied at the lab in Wuhan, China which some officials believe may have been the source of
the Covid-19 outbreak, multiple people familiar with the matter tell CNN.

It's unclear exactly how or when US intelligence agencies gained access to the information,
but the machines involved in creating and processing this kind of genetic data from viruses
are typically connected to external cloud-based servers -- leaving open the possibility they

were hacked, sources said.

https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/05/politics/covid-origins-genetic-data-wuhan-lab/index.html




Tesla just got snubbed by Biden's electric vehicle
summit
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President Joe Biden celebrated ambitious electric vehicles goals by automakers at the White
House on Thursday. But he did so without the world's largest maker of EVs: Tesla.

Joining Biden were executives from General Motors and Ford, as well as Stellantis, the
company formed by the merger earlier this year of Fiat Chrysler and France's PSA. But
electric vehicles are only a sliver of these companies' US sales. Meanwhile, Tesla makes
nothing but battery-powered electric vehicles, and always has.

One potential reason for the apparent snub: The United Auto Workers union will also be at
the ceremony. The UAW represents workers at GM, Ford and Stellantis, but has been
battling, so far unsuccessfully, to organize Tesla workers at the EV maker's plant in Fremont,
California.

https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/05/business/tesla-snub-white-house-event/index.html
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Lionel Messi: Barcelona says Argentine star 1S
leaving the club
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Lionel Messi is leaving Barcelona, the Spanish club said Thursday. "Despite club and player
reaching an agreement and their clear intention to sign a new contract today, this cannot
happen because of financial and structural obstacles,” Barcelona said in a statement on its
website.

The 34-year-old, who last month won his first Copa America with Argentina, admitted in the
summer of 2020 that he had wanted to leave "all year" and claimed a clause in his contract
meant he could do so for free, but in the end Messi was forced to stay as Barcelona disagreed
and wasn't willing to reduce its €700 million ($897 million) release clause.

The Argentine said his love for the club meant he had no intention of disputing the club's
decision in court and dragging out a legal dispute. Messi's previous contract, which expired
at the end of June, was revealed by Spanish newspaper EI Mundo to be worth $672 million
and made him the highest paid athlete in sports history.

https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/05/football/lionel-messi-contract-barcelona-spt-intl/index.html
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Overseas Market Issue

VICI Properties to acquire MGM Growth
Properties for $17.2bn

VICI Properties is acquiring MGM Growth Properties LLC for $17.2 billion.

VICI Properties, MGM Growth Properties LLC and MGM Resorts International, MGP’s
controlling shareholder, have entered into a definitive agreement for the transaction,
according to a press release by VICI Properties.

"Upon completion of the merger, VICI will have an estimated enterprise value of $45 billion,

firmly solidifying VICI’s position as the largest experiential net lease REIT while also
advancing VICI’s strategic goals of portfolio enhancement and diversification,” said VICI
Properties.

https://www.creherald.com/vici-properties-to-acquire-mgm-growth-properties-for-17-2bn/
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Aviva Investors, PSP Investments buy Hoxton
Campus in central London

RIS,

Aviva Investors and PSP Investments, one of Canada’s largest pension investment managers,
have acquired Hoxton Campus in central London. Hoxton Campus consists of four offices
located around Hoxton Square in the Shoreditch area of London, N1.

Hoxton Square sits at the east end of London’s Tech City, the most established tech cluster in
Europe, and a London sub-market that Aviva Investors believes is likely to experience strong
future demand for office space given its scale and ability to attract and nurture talent in the
era of knowledge capitalism.

The four office buildings included in the transaction together represent 55,974 sq ft (5,200 sq
m) of lettable office space, creating a ‘campus’ of complementary assets. Three of the
acquired assets sit directly on Hoxton Square with the fourth located on Old Street.

https://www.creherald.com/aviva-investors-psp-investments-buy-hoxton-campus-in-central-london/
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Barings buys mixed-use asset in Cologne,
Germany

Barings has bought MP6, a mixed-use asset in Cologne, Germany from MEAG, investment
manager of Munich Re and ERGO, on behalf of a core investment strategy. The parties have
agreed not to disclose the purchase price.

Built in 1999, the nine-storey mixed-use asset is located in the MediaPark district of Cologne,
just north-west of the historic city center. It offers around 15,500 sq m of office, 500 sq m of
retail and 1,300 sq m of residential space.

The asset has a WALT of around three years, with 25 occupiers across the IT, media, service
and medical sectors. The property includes high quality amenities with several conference
rooms, a fitness studio, a bistro and retail space on the ground floor.

https://www.creherald.com/barings-buys-mixed-use-asset-in-cologne-germany/
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Daily FX Update

Exchange Rate

0] =243} (USD) 1145.8 1143.5 v 0.20%
212t2t (CNH) 177.38 176.85 v 0.30%
223} (EUR) 1356.34 1353.22 v 0.23%

A& Dt (100 JPY) 1046.54 1041.68 v 0.46%
Y= mRC3t (GBP) 1591.23 1592.95 A 0.11%
ATt 2 2H2{3} (SGD) 848.08 846.47 v 0.19%
AQEl FZ Lt} (SEK) 133.08 132.74 v 0.26%
290l A2HE (NOK) 129.52 129.73 A 0.16%
Hot3 3243} (DKK) 182.39 181.95 v 0.24%
FHLICH 23t (CAD) 913.24 914.98 A 0.19%
SAME =3t (NZD) 806.93 806.22 v 0.09%
S 223} (AUD) 845.66 846.76 A 0.13%
=2 =23} (HKD) 147.36 147.05 v 0.21%
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Key Real Estate Index
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MSCI US REIT Index

= MSCI U.S. REIT, D, Global Indexes 0 H L C

Dow Jones Global~ Index

=l Dow Jones Global Select Real Estate Securities, D, Global Indexes
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